INTRODUCTION
In the Faculty of Theology at the University, the disciplines of Church History and Church Polity are taught within one department. The links between the subjects are obvious. However, too often, Church Polity is subsumed under Church History. Part of the reason for this is that, while Polity is a subject with its own integrity, it is for the most part and for good reason taught denominationally and at the higher levels of degree courses. In this article they will be treated as one subject.
Throughout the history of the Faculty, Church History has been presented by a series of distinguished scholars representing the partner churches, which have not only taught general Church History but have developed the subject within its South African context. They have been men who have been active in their own denominations and some of them have been active in international church bodies. This has enabled the teaching of the subject to be presented in its broader context, related to the ongoing life and witness of the world church.
THE NEDERDUITSCH HERVORMDE KERK VAN AFRIKA (NHK)
A historical survey of Church History in the NHK would be incomplete if the historical background was left out. Taking certain background events into account will explain why an own (Church-specifi c) theological training programme was considered of the utmost importance.
During the fi rst quarter of the 19th century a sizable exodus of people from the Cape Colony occurred, caused by inhabitants who were dissatisfi ed with political developments. The exodus was criticised on the one hand by the Cape of Good Hope Punishment Act issued by the Cape Government and on the other hand by the Herderlike Skrywe of 1837 issued by the Church in the Cape Colony at the same time (Duvenage 1987:26; Engelbrecht 1953:43; Pont 1989:658) .
Leaving the Cape Colony meant that these migrants no longer saw themselves as part of the church in which they were involved in the Cape. It is therefore no surprise that they founded new congregations, for example the congregation in Potchefstroom in 1842. Subsequently, the question arose as to where they would fi nd ministers for the newly founded congregations arising out of the movement from the Cape. The fi rst minister in the Transvaal was Rev. Dirk van der Hoff, who arrived in Potchefstroom from the Netherlands on 27 May 1853 (Engelbrecht 1953:83; Pont 1978 Pont :1978 Storm 1989:95) .
The arrival of Rev. Dirk Postma, also from the Netherlands, resulted in a split in the Transvaal Church in 1859. This was caused mainly by different viewpoints, originating from the Netherlands, concerning the permissibility of singing hymns in church services (Pont 1978:268-271) . Rev. P.A.C. van Heyningen also arrived in the Transvaal in 1859, again from the Netherlands. Van Heyningen is known for his contributions towards unity in the Church and State of the Transvaal (Dreyer 1999: 146-148) . The third event, and this time of a decisively political nature, was the annexation by Theophilus Shepstone of the Transvaal in 1876 (Engelbrecht 1953:269) , on behalf of the British Government. The resulting hostilities came to an end in February 1881 at Majuba (Dreyer 1999:158) . The victory resulted in a feeling of unity in Transvaal Church circles (Dreyer 1999:160; Pont 1969 Pont :2009 Pont -2010 . But when the two churches tried to manifest this unity in Church unifi cation during 1885, it ended in an abortive Church unifi cation between the NHK and the Cape-based NGK (Engelbrecht 1953:302-352; Pont 1978:293-295) . Which was founded in the Transvaal in 1866 (Dreyer 1999:148; Engelbrecht 1953:216-217) .
It was clear that arrangements needed to be made in the NHK to overcome the problems of providing in the ministry of the Church, at least for that part of the Church which did not enter into the union. Discussions on the establishment of the Church's own theological training commenced at the General Meeting of the Hervormde Kerk in 1890. At this time the Church had only one minister and had lost half its members as a result of the abortive unifi cation (Oberholzer 1967:15) .
In 1904 a signifi cant event occurred when Prof. P.J. Muller, a minister in the Netherlands and professor at the University of Amsterdam since 1890, accepted a call to the NHK in South Africa. From 1906, he trained two ministers, both of whom were ordained in the Church (Oberholzer 1967:17) . During the General Meeting of 1909 it was decided to establish a seminary and it is interesting to note that the curriculum provided for three years of training in Church History. However, the ideal situation was considered to be theological training at a university. This happened as a result of a resolution of the Curatorium on 25 January 1917 to establish a faculty of theology at the Transvaal University College (TUC), founded by the Union Government in 1908 (Oberholzer 1967:19 Oberholzer 1967:18,20; Pont 1992:258) .
Prof. S.P. Engelbrecht
Church History gained full recognition when Prof. S.P. Engelbrecht was appointed as professor in 1921. He can justifiably be seen as the founder of scientific church history in South Africa as well as, subsequently, the father of the historic view of the NHK. His work was founded on scrupulous source and archival research which enabled him to give a responsible historic view of the past. It can be said that his theological position was not influenced by the ethical spokesmen in the Netherlands. According to his articles on Christian doctrine, it was obvious that his approach was confessionally based. It can be argued that Engelbrecht's value was not only in his historical precision but also in the fact that his theological judgement was based on Calvin and the historic confessions of the Church.
He was a good choice due to his versatility in theology, with special reference to historical material. He had a huge task to fulfill because the College did not have a well-stocked library or archive in those days. His interest in archival material and the gathering of relevant documents led to the establishment of the S.P. Engelbrecht Museum in the archive of the Hervormde Kerk (HK). One of his students described him by saying that his outstanding impression of Engelbrecht was his total involvement in the Church throughout its history, during times of glory and hardship. Although he also taught Ecclesiastical Law, his main area of interest was the history of the South African Church and in particular the position of the NHK. His interest in different aspects of history was also recognised by the government, resulting in his appointment to the Archive Board, as well as in the awarding of the Medal of Honour from the SA Academy for Science and Art in recognition of his contribution to the field of cultural history.
Engelbrecht commenced his work in 1921 and left a wellestablished Department of Church History in 1956, and this was recognised throughout the academic world (Oberholzer 1967:20-22; Pont 1992:261-270) .
Prof. A.D. Pont
Pont paid tribute to his predecessors in his inaugural lecture held on 17 March 1957, but also indicated that new emphases were to be expected. Due to the deteriorating relations between the HK and the NHK, he incorporated the history of the NHK in general Church History, with special reference to the history of the Reformation. This also resulted in the changing of the Department's name from History of Christianity to Church History during 1973. This indicates Pont's view of history, according to which the Church is seen as a spiritual community and not just a spatial occurrence. The subject of Church History is then concerned with the history of a divine community and not just a chronicle of historic events without theological perspective. The past can be accepted as history if a relationship can be established with the present. History is therefore the past which can also be experienced in the present. For Pont, the achievement of absolute objectivity is impossible. The historian is expected to bring all the facts into discussion, stick to those facts and indicate the relationship of those facts to the past and present. The comprehension and evaluation of historical material is the full responsibility of the scholar and is therefore subjective. Pont accepted that objectivity depends on the approach and value judgement of the historian. Therefore the presuppositions of the historian are directly related to the significance attributed to historic facts.
Church History was viewed by Pont as the history of the Church from the time of Christ to the present, with the specific aim of calling on the Church in the present to take responsibility for the future. He worked with a linear view of history, pointing to a Church in transit from the time of its creation to the return of Christ. He considered Jesus Christ as the centre of Church History as well as the end and ultimate goal of history. He accepted, with Oscar Cullman, among others, a history of salvation perspective.
It is noteworthy that Pont also taught Ecclesiastical Law and that his most important research was done on this level. He started to explore the fundamental basis of the subject and indicated the important link between the doctrine of the Church and the managerial and disciplinary structuring of the Church. The critical question is: How will the fact that Jesus Christ is Lord of the Church and Ruler of the world come to its true fulfillment in the Church? He also indicated that there is a narrow relationship between Church History and Ecclesiastical Law. Actually, it is impossible to practise Ecclesiastical Law without Church History. It can safely be stated that Pont was the founder of the scientific study of Ecclesiastical Law in the HK. Prof. Pont's commitment to the Faculty as professor came to an end in 1992 with his retirement and appointment as professor emeritus (Botha 1967:33-34; Steenkamp 1992:275-288; Van Wyk 1992:534-536) .
Prof. S.J. Botha
Prof. S.J. Botha was appointed as successor to Prof. Pont in 1993. He will be remembered for his study, research and publications, through which he made a substantial contribution to the Biblical Reformation. For him, theology is a theology in the Church, which means for the Church. His contribution was twofold; on the one hand it was by way of his preaching and involvement in different commissions in the Church and, secondly, through his academic research and publications. Prof. Botha distinguished himself with his scrupulous research. According to him it was important that the history of the Church depended on facts and realities. He tried to create a true image of the past, because he was convinced that objective Church history was possible. Botha not only contributed through his research as such, but also in the reliability of his research work. He accepted the Church as a community of faithful people gathered by the Lord. Therefore his interest was not only focused on the historic side of the facts, but also on the history of doctrine among the people of the Church (Pretorius 2001:747-748) .
It is clear from his list of publications (Breytenbach 2001:725-730 ) that he also made a substantial contribution to the teaching and promotion of Ecclesiastical Law, with special reference to his involvement in the new Church Order accepted during 1997. His commitment finally ended on his retirement in 2002.
Working Group for Church History and Polity
The vacancy was not filled after Prof. Botha's retirement. This was part of a new dispensation in the Faculty of Theology, when one faculty was formed for the partner churches, the HK and the NGK. The Church, however, decided on a Working Group for Church History and Polity during 2003, consisting of all the promovendi. It was to accept responsibility for Church History (Dreyer 2003 
Staff who made a difference
In the 70 years of the existence of the Department of Church History and Church Polity, different staff members played a major role in teaching and forming young theologians for the Dutch Reformed Church. They also had a huge influence on Church and society.
D.J. Keet: Founder
Prof. D.J. Keet laid the foundation in the early years of the Department's history. Being the first professor, he was entrusted with the design of the initial curriculum. The next day, the synod took a decision to recognise its guilt in the past of unbrotherly conduct towards people who stood up against the tyranny of apartheid. Ben Marais, who was already ill, attended the meeting. After the decision was read to him, the synod sang Ps 134:4 to him. The wheel had turned full circle. Ben Marais was welcomed back as a hero. (Borchardt 1988:605) . It did not take long before Borchardt and the co-signatories of the Witness were on the proverbial red carpet. The Curatorium met on 19 and 20 November 1980. In a strongly worded letter to all the staff of the Faculty of Theology, they requested lecturers at the faculty not to make any declarations that could lead to mistrust in the Church, and not to make such declarations in an organised way. They also asked why the Witness was published on Reformed Day, if nothing sinister was meant by it (Venter 1980 After the retirement of Prof. Borchardt in 1994, the situation in the Department changed when it was decided that the second post in the Department would not be filled. Drs H.S. Grobler (1995 -1997 ), P.R. du Toit (1998 -2008 ) and J.M. van der Merwe (1997 -2007 were employed as part-time lecturers to assist Hofmeyr. Dr E. Buchner also later assisted as a lecturer.
P.B. van der
Prof. Hofmeyr retired in 2007, leaving behind a legacy of international contacts and a strong academic network in Africa. 
J.M. van der Merwe: Building on a legacy

CONCLUSION
Currently, at the beginning of the second century of the University of Pretoria, the Department of Church History and Church Polity has never been better staffed. There are teaching representatives from all the partner churches of the Faculty of Theology and the Department has the services of an internationally renowned Patristics scholar. Apart from tending to the needs of the partner churches as well as an increasing number of black students in the Faculty, the Department currently offers postgraduate supervision to students throughout Africa and as far afield as Korea and the USA. Developing emphases include a renewed stress on Church History as the history of theology, ecumenical Church history and Church history in the African context. Developing trends within the University of Pretoria and its Faculty of Theology suggest that the future will see a greater trend towards intra-and interdisciplinary co-operation. Church History by its very nature lends itself to working in a relational manner with other disciplines. It never did operate as an isolated discipline and certainly cannot do so in the future. It has a strong affinity to and interdependence with the humanities and social sciences in particular. Consequently, the Department is well placed as the process of restructuring programmes and preparing new curricula is embarked upon.
